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was much above the Princes of the blood by his rank
of Grandson of France, and by the Court that Monsieur
his father kept up.

The marriages of the two Princes of the blood, of
which I have just spoken, had scandalised all the world.
The King was not ignorant of this; and he could thus
judge of the effect of a marriage even more startling;
such as was this proposed one. But for four years he
had turned it over in his mind and had even taken the
first steps to bring it about. It was the more difficult
because the father of the Due de Chartres was infinitely
proud of his rank, and the mother belonged to a nation
which abhorred illegitimacy and misalliances, and was
indeed of a character to forbid all hope of her ever
relishing this marriage.

In order to vanquish all these obstacles, the King ap-
plied to M. le Grand (Louis de Lorraine). This per-
son was brother of the Chevalier de Lorraine, the fa-
vourite, by disgraceful means, of Monsieur, father of
the Due de Chartres. The two brothers, unscrupulous
and corrupt, entered willingly into the scheme, but de-
manded as a reward, paid in advance, to be made
" Chevaliers of the Order/' This was done, although
somewhat against the inclination of the King, and
success was promised.

The young Due de Chartres had at that time for
teacher Dubois (afterwards the famous Cardinal Dtt-
bois), whose history was singular. He had formerly
been a valet; but displaying unusual aptitude for learn-
ing, had been instructed by his master in literature and
history, and in due time passed into the service of Saint
Laurent, who was the Due de Chartres' first instructor.